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Just as Biomass Rules tracks biomass projects, policies, and technologies; we also track prices of 
tradiƟonal fuels, biofuels and other biomass materials. Published weekly data from public 
enƟƟes, US Dept. of Ag, or Energy, is used when it is available. Some of the materials, do not 
have public exchanges and some are reported monthly or quarterly rather than weekly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Modifying or construcƟng non-market economic values like $/MMBTU, important boundaries 
get crossed. There is a physical and cultural world of difference between grass hay and crude oil. 
Moisture contents must be removed. The size and weight of the bale requires average values be 
assigned. Even with great care important informaƟon does not make the transiƟon. 
 
Two key components of these calculaƟons are 1) the tabled higher heaƟng value (HHV) that 
were used and 2) the densiƟes of the materials. These densiƟes may not enter directly into the 
energy value itself, but add significant value to the interpretaƟon. 



Coal, for instance, is a great bargain in the $/MMBTU metric. Agricultural biomass like hay and 
straw are right behind coal as a fuel bargain, but coal is very dense. Hay and straw are light and 
fluffy. The added transportaƟon costs of moving a ton of ‘light and fluffy’ changes the value, but 
not the $/MMBTU. To supplement the informaƟon contained in the $/MMBTU metric, I am 
posƟng the Higher HeaƟng Values (HHV) and the material densiƟes. 
 
Moisture contents are also tracked, but not included in this table.  The biomass materials in 
their naƟve agricultural market are traded with standard moisture contents included in the 
price.  TradiƟonal fuels are traded with water removed, or as bone-dry tons.  Water has not 
energy value. 
 


